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The riveting account of a courageous eighteen-year-old from Nashville who gave up every comfort

and convenience to become the adoptive mother to thirteen girls in Uganda.What would cause an

eighteen-year-old old senior class president and homecoming queen from Nashville, Tennessee, to

disappoint her parents by forgoing college, break her little brotherâ€™s heart, lose all but a handful

of her friends (because the rest of them think she has gone off the deep end), and break up with the

love of her life, all so she could move to Uganda, where she knew only one person but didnâ€™t

know any of the language? A passion to make a difference. Katie Davis left over Christmas break

her senior year for a short mission trip to Uganda and her life was turned completely inside out. She

found herself so moved by the people and children of Uganda that she knew her calling was to

return and care for them. She has given up a relatively comfortable lifeâ€”at a young ageâ€”to care

for the less fortunate of this world. She was so moved by the need she witnessed, sheâ€™s

centered her life around meeting that need. Katie, a charismatic and articulate young woman, is in

the process of adopting thirteen children in Uganda, and she completely trusts God for daily

provision for her and her family. Despite the rough conditions in which Katie lives, she has found a

life of service to God to be one of great joy. Katieâ€™s children bring constant delight and help her

help others by welcoming whoever comes to their door. As the challenges grow, so does Katieâ€™s

faith and her certainty that what sheâ€™s doing in Uganda, one person at a time, will have

far-reaching rewards. It isnâ€™t the life she planned, but it is the life she loves.To further her reach

into the needs of Ugandans, Katie established Amazima Ministries. The ministry matches orphaned

children with sponors worldwide. Each sponsorâ€™s $300/year provides schooling, school supplies,

three hot meals a day, minor medical care, and spiritual encouragement. Katie expected to have

forty children in the program; she had signed up 150 by January 2008; today it sponsors over 400.

Another aspect of the ministry is a feeding program created for the displaced Karamojong

peopleâ€”Ugandaâ€™s poorest citizens. The program feeds lunch to over 1,200 children

Monday-Friday and sends them home with a plate of food; it also offers basic medical care, Bible

study, and general health training.Katie Davis is more than fascinating, sheâ€™s inspiring, as she

has wholeheartedly answered the call to serve.
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It isn't often that a book can grab me in the introduction in a grip so tightly I can scarce put it down;

but, this one did. It isn't often I read a book where every word resonated within me like a bell; but,

this one did, clanging loudly and forcefully. It isn't often a book makes me re-examine my core

beliefs and values; but, this one did, leaving me shaking some moments, laughing at others and

crying at still more. It is a book that is oddly hard to put down yet I had to walk away after every

chapter to think about it (and grab a few more tissues). It is a book that stays with you and tickles

your conscience; one that keeps you up at night asking yourself questions you don't really want to

confront.This is the story of a young woman named Katie Davis who abandoned her Mid southern

upbringing just after graduation from high school to travel across the world and become a

modern-day American Mother Theresa. She spends her days ministering to the sick, feeding the

poor and changing the family tree of almost everyone she comes in contact with. At the tender age

of 22, she has adopted 13 young girls and has created a loving home in the face of adversity that

most of us cannot even begin to grasp. Her story is so outrageous that is seemed impossible to me

before I started reading. Page by page, word by word, Katie had me hooked. She has a way of

writing, of telling her story, that feels like two friends having a heart-to-heart. And what a heart that

girl has!I came to believe absolutely what she does to the core: that one individual can change the

world, one person at a time. She makes it seem so easy. But Katie believes it so much more

strongly than any one person I have ever read about and that is what made this story so

inspirational for me. Ultimately, it wasn't only her Christian convictions (which are cement-hard and

awe-inspiring); it is her bravely in the face of absolute defeat and diversity. To face daily the

struggles that she does (poverty, disease, famine, abuse and endless, endless need), and keep on

going make her a hero that any reader could find inspiration from.But her Christian conviction

bothered me. Because this book changed me and I didn't really want to be changed. This is where



all Christians should be warned because after reading this book, you cannot remain the same kind

of Christian you were before. This is a book about stepping out of your Christian comfort zone and

living the religion and while that kind of talk is popular right now all over churches all over the land,

this girl did it. This book is powerful and comfortable and so very true.It isn't a book you can cast off

after you've read it. It isn't one you can put aside and then move on to the next great hero. It is a

story that will stay with you and change you and will cause you to look for ways to create the kind of

change you see in the book.And after you've read, what are you going to do about it?Because the

first question I had was 'How is it possible to do what she did?'Now I am left only with this question,

'How is it possible not to do what she did?'

We moved to Brentwood, Tennessee, in January 2006. My youngest daughter, Caroline, was a

junior in high school. You can imagine how nervous we were as parents on how the move would go

for an almost-senior (and for the two other kids still in the house). Within days Caroline met two

Katies who welcomed her to Ravenwood High School and made her feel as if she had grown up in

their circle of friends. I'm still sighing with relief.One of the wonderful Katies - Katie Davis - took a

different path after graduation to say the least. She is now the unmarried mother of 14 young girls.

Is that even possible? Is this one of those stories about youth gone bad?I need to give a warning to

any potential readers at this point. Do not pick up Kisses from Katie if you live a comfortable life and

don't want anything or anyone messing up your comfort zone.Katie's story is a story of youth gone

good. It is both heartwarming and heartbreaking - and in reading it you will never be satisfied with a

status quo lifestyle again. If you have never felt a gentle nudge from God that you have something

beyond yourself to accomplish in this world - or if you have suppressed and ignored the nudge - this

book serves as a loud, clanging, blaring wakeup call to hear and embrace your call."Kids" can be

idealists - and when Caroline told me Katie was going to do a yearlong mission project before

attending college, I thought that sounded great - that it would be good for her. Little did I know ... I

did know Katie's parents were quite nervous when she said the project would be serving in an

orphanage in Uganda. After surveying the situation in Africa carefully, her dad reluctantly gave his

permission for her to go - with the condition that she promise to come back and enroll in college and

move on with her life. She was true to her word - but even as she attended classes the fall of her

return, she was miserable, thinking only of her "girls" back in Uganda.Katie - high school

homecoming queen and student body president and honor student and girlfriend to a handsome,

committed, spiritual, star athlete - had every reason to "come home." But her heart was back in

Uganda with the motherless children she had fallen in love with. Is it any wonder that the name she



has been given by the people of her village is "Mommy." Katie's ongoing adventures in Uganda are

amazing and fit the adage that truth is stranger than fiction. In her case, it is not stranger, but more

incredible.My family has been blessed by the Katie who befriended the "new kid" at school. We've

been privileged to meet two of her daughters, Patricia and Grace. Most of all we have been inspired

to step out of our comfort zone and to look around to see what God is doing in the world that we

need to take part in.I can't recommend Kisses from Katie highly enough for the spiritual blessings

you will experience reading this story of relentless love and redemption.

She's twenty-two years old, raising fourteen little girls in a dot on a map called Uganda. How did

Katie Davis, high school student from Nashville, Tennessee, end up mothering children in East

Africa? In her own words . . ."Jesus wrecked my life. For as long as I could remember, I had

everything this world says is important. In high school, I was class president, homecoming queen,

top of my class. I dated cute boys and wore cute shoes and drove a cute sports car. I had

wonderful, supportive parents who so desired my success that they would have paid for me to go to

college anywhere my heart desired. But I loved Jesus.Slowly but surely I began to realize the truth: I

had loved and admired and worshiped Jesus without doing what He said . . . I wanted to actually do

what Jesus said to do. So I quit my life. I quit college; I quit cute designer clothes and my little yellow

convertible; I quit my boyfriend. I no longer have all the things the world says are important. I do not

have a retirement fund; I do not even have electricity some days. But I have everything I know is

important. I have a joy and a peace that are unimaginable and can come only from a place better

than this earth. I cannot fathom being happier. Jesus wrecked my life, shattered it to pieces, and put

it back together more beautifully."Katie's boldness and compassion truly inspired me. I was amazed

to find such wisdom in one so young. The lessons she has learned touched my heart. Soak in her

story and let it change you. Then pass it on to every young person you know.
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